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God Is Doing New Things
“l am about to do a new thing [says the LORD]; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
| will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
Isaiah 43:19

God is doing a new thing. Do you get that? He’s causing the dry places to flourish!

This is the message of the prophet Isaiah to the people of Israel. And it's God’s message to every generation
to follow, to every one of us. The great question in the verse above is, “Do you not perceive it?”

God is asking us if we recognize His actions in the world. Do we see all that He is doing?

For me, this verse is not limited to one thing or to one time. Our God is a God of the new. And we should look
for and follow the newness of God. Perhaps that's why we celebrate new years, new months, new weeks,
even new days. Every new day we experience God’s mercies afresh (Lamentations 3:22f).

And every Sunday we begin a new week by gathering together to worship and praise our God.

This new year, we begin something new. Well, not really new, because at some point, the church voted to do
something new by moving from one service to two. But at this time we’re moving from two services to one.
Moving to one service will help us know each other better. It will generate more energy with more people in
the sanctuary. It will ease the burden on our volunteers. It will lessen the time for our families with youth to be
on campus. It will make it easier to attend special events after worship. And we won't be bouncing back and
forth between two services one week and one service the next.

Here's what our new Sunday morning schedule will look like beginning January 4t, 2026:
8:30 Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room (starting January 18t)
8:45 Contemporary Worship Team rehearsal in the sanctuary
9:00 Prayer Team (location TBD)
9:25 Choir sound-check in the sanctuary
9:40 “Worship Prelude” (Contemporary Worship) in the sanctuary
9:55 Organ Prelude
10:00 Worship Service
10:10 Children’s Sunday School
11:15 Donuts & Coffee on the Patio
11:30 Optional Sunday School Hour
Kids Choir, Youth Group, Adult Small Group Bible Studies
12:00 Supplemental Children’s time
*these changes are all subject to shifts and tweaks as we see how things go
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I'm very excited about several aspects of these changes. First, | enjoy contemporary worship. It helps
me focus on our Lord. And the idea of having a time of worship as a kind of prelude to our more formal
worship service will be a great way for me to focus my heart and mind on Jesus. This time is 20
minutes before the traditional worship service begins. For those of you who like this idea, please join us
at 9:40, as we lift our voices in praise.

Now, don’t get me wrong. | also love hymns, as well as classical music. In fact, we have some exciting
news for all the other hymn lovers out there. We should be able to share that news in mid-January.

I'm also excited about the possibilities we have with our children. My dream is to have a strong music
program available for the children here in our church family and in our community. | was a youth choir
director for several years. My former students still thank me for those programs. They still sing the
songs, many of which are Bible verses set to music.

| recently spoke to some of the young adults at my former church and | asked their favorite memories,
and they said performing in the children’s Christmas musical: Dr. Newheart’s Christmas Cure. My
associate pastor and | actually played the doctor and doctor’s assistant in that production. It was so
much fun!

We already have the children’s choir in place at 11:30 a.m., but | would like to see this expanded.

| would love to see our children present a faith-based musical twice a year in the Spring and in the
Winter. If all goes well, perhaps we can do a summer musical (not necessarily faith-based) as a way of
reaching out to our neighbors. | honestly believe programs like these attract young families.

What keeps us from building a program like this? Well, finances, leadership and a team. Programs like
this cost money and this kind of a thing hasn’t been in our budget in recent years. Regarding
leadership, this kind of thing isn’t really in Juliana’s (Director of Children’s Ministry) wheelhouse; and
when | spoke to Sophia (Director of Children’s Choir), she let me know she’s got her hands full with her
upcoming Master’s Recital and Thesis. And, of course, one person cannot do this alone; it takes a
team.

If you have ideas or want to help with our children’s ministry, please talk to me! If you would like to take
the lead on this ministry, please talk to me! If you know someone who might be a good fit for this role,
please talk to me! We want to be a blessing to the children in our community and their families. And we
pray for God’s guidance.

A final comment. | know not everyone is excited about these changes. | ask that you not make a
judgment before giving it a shot. And remember something that a good friend of mine used to say to
me: “The great thing about change is that you can always change it back.” Nothing is set in stone. The
leaders of this church are simply seeking to follow God’s leading and be sensitive to the new thing that
God is trying to do here.

Please pray for us! Pray for your leaders. Pray for our congregation. Pray for our witness to our
neighbors.

And | pray that each and every one of you has a most blessed New Year!

| remain yours in Christ’s Love & Service,

Lance
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Sermon Series

2026 New Year'’s 18 January 2026 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Sermon Title: “Love & Glory"

04 January 2026 2nd Sunday after Christmas / Epiphany . . L oa ) )
Sermon Title: “The King in Unexpected Places" Scripture: ggm[ﬁgﬁgg 16942% I\{Igtéqev;/ I%iti‘:ja;
Theme: Epiphany Tradition: . U T .

Dia de los Reyes / Key Passage: Therefore, whether you eat or you drink, or

whatever you do, do all to the glory of

Rosca de Reyes God” (1 Cor. 10:31)

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 Communion: Intinction
Communion: Distribution y . .
Feature: The Rev. Melissa (Leo) Smith preaching; three 25 January 2026 3" Sunday of Ordinary Time

kings performing Sermon Title: "Spirit-Filled"

Theme: to be filled with the Holy Spirit
. Scripture: Ephesians 5:15-21; Luke 3:15-17; Acts 1:8;
2026 New Year Sermon Series 2:4,38; 4:31: 6:3; 1352
“Without a Vision, the People Perish” Key Passage: ~ “Do not get drunk on wine... Instead, be filled
11 January 2026 Baptism of the Lord Sunday with the Spirit.” (Eph. 5:18)
Sermon Title: "To Know and Make Known"
Scripture: Philippians 3:10f; Galatians 2:19b-20; John

17:3; Acts 20:24
Key Passage: ‘I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer | who live, but it is Christ who lives in
me. And the life | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me.” (Galatians 2:19b-20)
Feature: Ordination & Installation of new church officers

Looking Ahead

DE-GREENING THE SANCTUARY

We will be taking down the Christmas decorations in the sanctuary on Saturday, January 10. We would
love to have lots of help!

LENTEN RETREAT
February 28, Saturday morning with Pastor Niki Rodas.

ADVENTURES IN FAITH

February 4 at 7:30 pm in Lee Hall. "Why do Christians suffer?" It is about why there is so much suffering
in the world, especially allowed by a God who is Love.

DINNERS OF 8

January 31. Lunch or Dinner option. Sign up on the patio or at fpcgh.org/family or call the church office
at 818.360.1831.
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Rev. Melissa Smith— Jan 4

Melissa (Leo) Smith, a child of First Presbyterian Church of Granada Hills, is serving as the Associate
Pastor at Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, MO. Nearly four years ago, FPCGH ordained
Melissa and she followed God's call to St. Louis. While in St. Louis, she met her husband, started her
dream job at Ladue Chapel, and is now expecting a baby girl. From the seeds planted at FPCGH, God's
Word and call continue to work in and through Melissa as she serves God through the Church -
and continues to talk about you all and pray for you all as often as possible.

Young Adults Bible Study

Bible-Book Study Professional Adult Group hosted by Synalima (nonprofit) and TSCA supported by
Bridges US (nonprofit)

Meet: Tuesday(s), 8:00 pm - 9:30 pm (PST)
Online/virtual:https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2483457368873?p=eRvEMgPufWv4knvHOU
Tap on the link or paste it in a browser to join.

Hostess/ Contact: Dr. Diane Nicole Uhri (Vashchenko), PT, DPT, Ordained Deacon of PC USA (FPCGH
2025-2029, area 18), Lay Minister of BRIDGES US and Director/Principle/Instructor of Trinity Schoolcraft
Classical Academy (non-Profit partner with BRIDGES US), member of FPCGH since 2006, FPCGH
Family Ministries Committee member, and

FPCGH Membership Ministries Committee member.

Co-Host: Andrew Vashchenko, member FPCGH since 2023

Email: dnuhri80@amail.com
Call/text; 818-261-0112

Senior Singles

The Senior Singles will continue to meet for Christian fellowship in the new year, We will meet on the
morning of January 7 for coffee and a Trash to Treasure gift exchange. We will celebrate the New Years
with a New Year's party on Sunday evening January 25 in Hampton Lounge. We will be dressed in our

finest and enjoy a dinner from Panda Express. We will be making reservations and paying in
advance. We will also play Left, Canter, Right, a favorite. For more information call Linda Beaumaster.
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CSUN Food Pantry Drive

February 7-8, 2026

Happy New Year, Everyone. Our regular monthly prepared meal donations to various community
agencies that deliver food to individuals in need will begin in January AND the Community Concerns
Ministry is also starting the year with our semi-annual CSUN Food Pantry Drive the weekend of February 7
and 8. You may want to start shopping soon for bargains for the pantry for low sodium soups and stews,
broths, canned vegetables and fruits, 1lb bags of dried beans, rice and pasta, and/or personal hygiene
items. No reason to put off your shopping for good prices for these non-perishable items. No fresh food or
items in glass containers, please, when we start the collections on Saturday, February 7. More information

coming in the February Spire or contact Sharon Rose, food drive chair, at srose48419@aol.com or text
818-631-5212 if you have questions. Thank you.

Community Concerns

During this time of the year, we give even greater thanks for all of the blessings the congregation has
provided needy community members through our projects. Your generosity makes it possible for us to
assist so many individuals through handy handouts, food pantry drives, making sandwich bag lunches for
approximately 100 per month, making boxed lunches for approximately 65 lunches per month, providing
monthly special desserts for children and their mothers at the SFV Rescue Mission, and holiday meals
through three different agencies to make the Christmas season a bit more festive. Sharon Rose, Elder, for
Janice Baxter, Janis Brown, Lisa Bryant, Amy Chipman, Shasta Elgin, Myra Green, Bonnie Lewis, Michele
Morse, Cynthia Sanders, Cindi Treloar, Nancy Wells, Holly Ziman, and all of our other special helpers

Handy Handouts

Handy Handout bags will be on sale January 11th, after service. (2 bags for $5, or 1 bag for $3). The bags
contain non-perishable food, personal hygiene items, and brochures on resources for people experiencing
homelessness. Pick up a bag to provide to the next person in need that you encounter. Again, this month
each handy handout will come with a knit beanie hat, provided by some of our talented knitters. If you
have any questions please contact Lisa Bryant or Amy Chipman with Community Concerns

Handled Paper Bags

The Foster Children’s Resource Center (FCRC) provides a wonderful service to foster children. Foster
children and parents can shop for brand new clothing, books, toys, and some handmade items (baby quilts,
our KniftyKnitters’ beanies for babies and kids, etc.). FCRC continues to use handled paper bags for
“shoppers” at their store. As you shop this Christmas season (and beyond) at stores that provide the nice
paper bags with twisted paper handles (the kind you get at specialty shops, and not paper grocery bags),
please bring them to the church office for Community Concerns. We'll get the bags to FCRC.
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Beanie Ministry

Many, many thanks to all who have made beanies this past year. In
the winter months we were able to provide 60 plus monthly with
meals that Community Concerns made to be distributed in the
community. And we also offer a hat to accompany each Handy

yarn if you have any you won't use. AND, just recently we have
learned that the Foster Children Resource Center will accept new
homemade hats for children. So we now have the opportunity to make some more colorful and fun hats
for kids. The beanies can be knit, crocheted or made on a simple round loom. If you are interested in
participating please contact Nancy Wells (818-606-4608 or nawells2020@gmail.com).

Thank You

A huge thank-you to everyone who donated gifts and monetary contributions to our Adopt-a-Family
program! Thanks to your generosity, we were able to spread holiday cheer with clothing, toys, cozy
blankets, household items, and grocery gift cards for 34 families. The families were excited, grateful,
and truly touched by the outpouring of love.

The Deacons are so thankful for your big hearts, generosity, and spirit of outreach. A big shout-out as
well to everyone who helped behind the scenes by making phone calls, sorting donations, and
delivering gifts—you made it all happen!

Wishing you all a New Year filled with love, peace, joy, and hope.
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Mission Ministry

j ‘, MEET THE MISSIONARY ON JANUARY 4., 2026

Mission Ministry will our Welcome our Missionaries Elizabeth and Edi Kiswanto
and son Josiah to Our Church on January 4, 2026 at 11:30 am in Hampton
Lounge. They will be telling us about their ministry in Bali, Indonesia!

= Are You Ready to GO?

% ]
nogml i 0 .
: \’“’;g f; ~ |Keep your Eyes Open for Training
= * 2« land Information Coming in February!!!

N i e Mission Ministry is offering a Mission Trip to San Jose del Cabo, Mexico
b = on April 15-21, 2026, to help Luz Y Vida Presbyterian Church, a newly planted
sss= church.

777777777777777777777 é e 2999
A PENINSULA <t # | How can you help???"

*help with church construction

*help start a women's sewing-circle to form skills

*help children with the pastor's Bible Study, Music, and crafts based on Psalms 23.

This is a self-paid Mission Trip. The cost is approximately $1900 per person. There are limited partial
scholarships available based on need.

Contact Diane DeMay Howard at 818.885.1306 for more information.
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Faithful Seeds
Abundant Harvest

Will you, cheerfully and in gratitude for all
of God’s gracious gifts, consider
increasing your pledge commitment for
2026 from your 2025 pledge as you are

: / | \ able, to help the church meet its goal?
: ‘ Ways to submit your
2026 pledge commitment:

1. Online at fpcgh.org/pledge

Mail in a pledge card to the church office
Call the church office

Drop off a pledge card at the church office
Use the QR code:

koo

Finance

2025 Contribution Reminder

Just a reminder: to receive a tax credit for contributions made to the church for the calendar year 2025, donors
must deliver or mail checks on or before December 31, 2025. Checks that are written, mailed, and postmarked in
2025 will be deductible for that year, even if they are not received by the church until 2026. IMPORTANT: To
ensure the deductibility of your contributions, do not file your 2025 income tax return until you have received
written acknowledgment of your contributions from the church. Some contributions may not be tax-deductible if
you file your tax return before receiving this acknowledgment.

2026 Per Capita
Each year, our budget includes funds to cover our congregation’s share of the administrative costs associated with
being part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). This share is calculated based on total membership and is referred
to as “Per Capita.” This year, the Per Capita amount is $14.41 per member. A blue Per Capita
offering envelope is located in your box of offering envelopes. The Per Capita assessment
covers the overhead costs of our Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly. You can also
make your Per Capita payment through our webpage using the online giving feature at
www.fpchg.org/donate or by using the QR code.
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CHILDREN S BIBLLE STUDY

Tr|n|ty Schoolcraft Classical Academy (TSCA), with Bridges US
. (nonprofit):
> 22551 Schoolcraft Street
[ West Hills, CA 91307
e (818)261-0112 cell/text
o TnmtvSCAcademv@qman com

Wiie A Chrlst-centered educatlon & publishing ministry being
&y developed under the fiscal sponsorship of Bridges US.

=== ¢ Description:

{8 Bible 4 course

Meet: Tuesday, December 23, 2025

N 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm (PST)

W Location: online/ virtual https:/teams.microsoft.com/

meet/2216861679697 7p=AINOiwnLASpt3VCWaK

Tap on the link or paste it in a browser to join.

l

God’s Great Covenant: Old Testament 1
Grade Levels: 3-8
School Year: August 11, 2025 — June 30, 2026
Meeting Time: Tuesdays 4:30-6:00 PM (Pacific Time)
Format: Live Online via Microsoft Teams
Course Overview
Journey through the Old Testament—from Genesis to Ruth—and discover God’s covenant
promises, His faithfulness, and His plan of redemption.
Through Scripture reading, storytelling, and creative journaling, students learn about God'’s
character and how His truths apply to their own lives.
Seasonal Devotional Studies
+ Advent Module: Is It Time Yet? A Family Advent Journey — Reflecting on prophecy, hope, and the coming of
Christ.
+ Lent Module: Lent: A Season of Drawing Closer to God — Focusing on prayer, repentance, gratitude, and the
joy of Easter.
Classes meet weekly on Microsoft Teams for prayer, Scripture study, and fellowship. Class maybe
recorded so that if your family/student unable to attend then you can watch and participate as a
family at a different more convenient time.
Hostess/ Contact: Dr. Diane Nicole Uhri (Vashchenko), PT, DPT, Ordained Deacon of PC USA (FPCGH
2025-2029, area 18), Lay Minister of BRIDGES US and Director/Principle/Instructor of Trinity Schoolcraft
Classical Academy (non-Profit partner with BRIDGES US), member of FPCGH since 2006, FPCGH Family
Ministries Committee member, and
FPCGH Membership Ministries Committee member.

Email: TrinitySCAcademy@gmail.com
Call/text: 818-261-0112
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Greetings!

Welcome to 2026! We hope you had a lovely Christmas and we look forward to another awesome year
here in ONC at FPCGH!

This month, Youth Ministries will continue with our same Bible study from December —

“Gospel Foundations” from Rooted Ministries, Inc. There will be no events until our Youth Winter Retreat.
Our Winter Retreat is on Feb 6-8, 2026! If you (a student) are interested in joining us, it is NEVER too
late ask. As long as the camp has room, they are happy to add any campers on! So, if you are
interested, shoot me an email at maggie@fpcgh.org!

Please come by and see us during our new time of 11:30 — 12:30! We will have worship, a game, Bible
study and a small snack. Come get to know Jesus and some of your peersl! We'd love to have you.

Looking Ahead
Friday, February 6 — Sunday, February 8: Angeles Crest Winter Retreat!
Saturday, March 14 (11:00am - 2:00pm): March Madness
March 8-29 (during Youth Group time) — Confirmation Classes with Pastor Lance!

Jouth Ministrigs wishes you and your family
a Happy Negw Ugarl
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STUDILS
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Sundays

Co-ed multi-generational from
10:30-11:30 am

We meet weekly on Sundays
from 10:30am to 11:30am and
conduct varied studies, based on
majority decisions, for

topics. Studies range from 1
week to 8 weeks, depending
upon the study format and

topic. We meet in the church
library. Anyone interested is
invited to join us at any time to try
us out. Please contact

Erik Brannon at 310.806.0284

or by email at
brannon@apollointeractive.com
if you have any questions.

Are you involved in one of the many Bible Studies of-
fered here at First Pres? If not...why not? )

STUDY GUIDE SIX SESSIONS

DR. DAVID JEREMIAH

EVERYTHING

Essential Steps to a Life of Confidence

in the Promises of God

Co-ed multi-generational from
10:30-12:00 am

On January 4th, we are
beginning a new Bible study on
2 Peter 1:1-11 by Dr. David
Jeremiah on the "Essential
Steps to a Life of Confidence in
the Promises of God." We wiill
meet every 1/3 Sunday in North
Lounge from 11:15-12:15. If
interested in joining us for this
excellent series, please contact
Sue O'Connor at:
taffie1 @verizon.net.

Women'’s Sunday morning
from 10:30- 11:30 am

We meet to discuss the
sermon, and how it applies to
our lives today in Hampton
Lounge. For additional
information, or if you are
interested in joining us, please
contact Cindi Treloar at
661.618.7652 or email her at:
cindie906@gmail.com.

You are encouraged to join others to understand
God's Word and see what He is saying to you today!

Mondays

Men’s Monday night Bible study at
7:00 pm

Meets in the Church Library. We
watch a video and provide an
opportunity for discussion afterwards.
There is no age limit. For additional
information, or if you are interested in
joining us, please contact Rick
Spence at 818.419.7780 or email him
at: rispence1@msn.com.

The Spire
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STUDILS

Tuesdays

Professional Adult Small Group &
Friends

With Support from Trinity Schoolcraft
Classical Academy (BrigesUS)
non-profit and Synalima non-profit.

Meets Every Tuesday | 8:00 PM to
9:30 PM (Virtually on Microsoft
Teams)

Study Plan

We will begin our journey with: Over
the course of a year read through
the New Testament

chronologically, covering a few
chapters each week and sharing in
group discussion.

Our Purpose

This small group exists to help

us grow deeper in our walk with
Christ together.

Life is busy—between family, work,
kids, and responsibilities—but this
1 1/2 hr of fellowship is a chance to
pause, study God’s Word, and
encourage one another as
Christians and friends.

Next Steps:

Interested Email

Diane N Uhri Vashchenko at
dnuhri80@gmail.com

Bring your Bible and a heart ready for

o e
FINDING

GODY|,
FAITHRYL

dV &

Wednesdays

Co-ed Wednesday evening
Bible study at 6:00 pm

Join us Wednesdays at 6pm in
Hampton Lounge for our new
Bible study! We will be using
the Bible study guide, Finding
God Faithful, A Study on the
Life of Joseph.

Questions? Please email Carol
Morain (carolcrazee@aol.com)

"Trace the path of Joseph'’s life in the
book of Genesis to observe how
God’s sovereignty reigns, even in our
darkest moments. Learn to
recognize when God is working
During periods of waiting, trust God’s
plan when life doesn’t make

sense, and rest in the sufficiency of
His presence in every circumstance.
His provision is enough, His
presence is constant, and His
purpose is unstoppable.

Thursdays

Men’s Thursday morning
Bible study at 7:00 am

We will be starting a study on
the second half of the Book of
Acts in the church library. For
additional information, or if you
are interested in joining us,
please contact

Gary Ventimiglia at:
harvestgv@earthlink.net.

Women’s Thursday morning
Bible study

from 9:00-11:00 am

The Thursday morning
women'’s Bible study is at 9am
in the church library. We are
going through Jennifer
Rothschild’s study called
Heaven: When Faith Becomes
Sight. Please contact Pastor

(8 sessions) " Niki if you are interested in
prayer, conversation and reflection! attending for additional
details.
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Prayer Requests

Hospital/Recovering:

Zina Vashchenko recovering from knee surgery.

Cindy Ziegelmeyer Prayers for recurring health issues.

Juliana Price needs prayers for further cancer treatment.

Dana Gomez-Peterman needs prayers for further cancer treatment.

Sharon Kelly Prayers for her as she advocates for her husband's
care.

Ongoing Concerns:

Jill Ralke, Maureen Boyer, Marina Collins,
Alice Yoder, Kenny Thomason, Cathy Wright,
Terri Seidman, Jean Herweg, Bert Fairbanks,
Michael Diehl, Mae Stephenson, Audrey Clark,
Fran Shankle, Lonnie & John Thompson,
Charlotte Dingue, Frank Sandoval

[ =
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Weekly Devotionals

Coffee with Pastor Lance

Have you heard about Pastor Lance’s morning
devotional on Facebook? Every weekday morning
around 8:15 am Pastor Lance gives a brief, live
devotional on a passage in scripture.

That livestream is then posted and available on
Facebook.com.

You can also go to fpcgh.org, where a link will be on
the homepage.

Words of Inspiration

Our weekly devotional written by Vreni Schiess is
available at fpcgh.org/blog, and does appear “live”
on Mondays on our Church Community Group
Page. Her passion for God’s “living” Word is
infectious and makes for a “fun and invigorating”
read, as one pastor recently observed. Feel free to
reach out to her at vrenischiess@verizon.net for
further conversation.
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10:00 am Worship 7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 9:00 am HSMS
11:30 am Bible Studies 9:00 am Women's Bible Study Wellness
11:30 am Kids’ Chorus 6:00 pm Handbells
11:30 am Youth Ministry 7:00 pm Cathedral Choir
4:30 pm Senior Singles
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