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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Celebrating the Past, Building for the Future 

“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you 
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6) 

Happy Anniversary! 
Whose Anniversary are we celebrating? 
Why, First Presbyterian Church of Granada Hills, of course!   
First Presbyterian Church of Granada Hills was founded on August 10, 1947. That makes us 78 years old! I 
think honoring our past is important.  It reminds us of why people started a church here and what values 
they had.  It reminds us of what their priorities were, if those priorities have shifted, and if so, whether 
they’ve shifted for better or worse. 
August 10th lands on a Sunday this year.  So, we’re going to take advantage of celebrating.  I’ve been    
looking at old session minutes to see some of the highlights throughout the years.  When did the church    
experience the most growth?  What caused times of decline?  We’ll try to include some historic photos, as 
well. 
There might be moments in the service for interaction.  Think about times or events or activities at FPCGH 
when you felt particularly close to God.  What did the church do well?  Where did we stumble?  What      
pastors impacted your life?  If you feel comfortable, be prepared to share your experience with our church 
family. 
One of the special moments we will highlight is a time to honor our “Golden” members, those individuals 
who joined the church 50 or more years ago.  Initially, we thought the number was around 12 or so, but we 
came to find out that it is closer to 25!  Who might they be?  Come to church on August 10th and find out. 
Looking ahead, in two years we’ll be celebrating our 80th Anniversary.  Woot! Woot!  In Academia, when a 
beloved professor turns 80, his/her colleagues sometimes publish a book that is called a Festschrift.      
Generally, Festschriften are edited volumes of articles or chapters or essays written by the honoree’s      
colleagues, former pupils, and friends. I’m hoping First Pres can have a Festschrift in honor of our 80th     
Anniversary.  And we’ll be looking for brief articles (2-3 pages) of favorite memories or holy moments in the 
life and from the history of FPCGH written by current and former members of the church.  That’s your   
homework assignment!  Due by June 1, 2027. 
If you’re a long-time member, we want to encourage you to be here on Sunday, August 10th.  If you’re       
unable to come, we’ll be sure to recognize you.  For those who are out of town, you can watch online: 
YouTube.com/@fpcgh.  If you think you’re a “Golden Member,” please contact the church office and we’ll 
check our rolls.  We certainly don’t want to miss anyone!  And don’t worry if you’re a little shy of 50.  We’ll do 
it again next year! 
Happy Anniversary to First Presbyterian Church of Granada Hills! 
I remain yours in Christ’s Love & Service, 
Lance 

mailto:YouTube.com@fpcgh
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August 3, 2025  18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Sermon Title:  "Wrapping Up the Fruit" 
Theme: Who Stole My Fruit? recap 
Scripture: Matthew 7:15-20 
Key Passage: “Every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 

tree bears bad fruit… Thus, you will know 
them by their fruits.” (Matt. 7:17 & 20) 

 
August 10, 2025  19th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Sermon Title:  "Gratitude for the Past, Hope for the      

Future" 
Theme: Building on the Past 
Scripture: Philippians 1:1-11 
Key Passage: “For I am confident of this very thing, that He 

who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6) 

August 17, 2025  20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Preacher:   Rev. Dr. Doug Nason preaching 
Feature: Communion (by intinction) 
 
August 24, 2025  21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Sermon Title:  "Lessons from My Father" 
Preacher: Rev. Niki Rodas 
 

August 31, 2025  22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
FAMILY FIFTH SUNDAY – Praise and Worship 

Our theme this month is “Staff Picks.”  Remember going to  
Blockbuster Video?  Renting a movie on VHS.  Sometimes a wall 
in the store would be devoted to “Staff Picks” and VHS videos 
would be on display with staff members’ names next to their    
favorite movies.  Sometimes there might even be explanations as 
to why the individual liked this movie.  That’s the inspiration for 
this month’s FAMILY FIFTH SUNDAY.  We’ve invited our staff to 
give us their favorite hymn or praise song and we’re going to sing 
them on August 31st.. Come and see what music the staff likes.  

And in the process, lift up your voice in praise to our Lord. 

TOWN HALL MEETING NOTES – June 29, 2025 

·       There is a shortage of Sunday School teachers, with just 6 for 400 members, highlighting a need 
for more volunteers to support families and educational programs. 
·       The Young Adults/College ministry has been inactive for nearly a decade, and there is a            
recognized need to revive it so young adults have a space to connect and study the Bible together. 
·       Proposals are underway to reach out to CSUN students, including encouraging current students to 
serve on committees and possibly hosting outreach events on campus. 
·       Discussion emphasizes the importance of being welcoming and supportive to college students and 
visitors, involving various ministries, and providing transportation when needed. 
·       Several individuals shared personal experiences regarding inclusivity, outreach, and the value of 
feeling accepted within the church community. 
·       Financial concerns were raised, with the budget currently $60K below projection halfway through 
the year, though additional funds from GPS starting in July may help alleviate this. 
·       There is an expressed need for dynamic leadership in college ministries, and for church members 
to exhibit joy, helpfulness, and the fruit of the spirit to attract and retain young people. 

SERMON SERIES FOR AUGUST 



Looking Back on July 
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Jazz in July 

VBS 
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Family Fifth Sunday 
Stay after the service on August 31 for some time of fellowship 

and ice cream! 
 

Grief Support 
August 28 at 1:30 pm. RSVP to Pastor Niki at niki@fpcgh.org for the location. 

Looking Ahead 

CSUN Food Pantry 
Soon it will be time to start looking for those late summer food sales for canned and boxed goods and 

hygiene products for our semi-annual drive to help fill the CSUN pantry for food insecure CSUN       
students.  The actual drive will be on Saturday, Sept. 20, from 10-1 and Sunday, Sept. 21, from 
8:30-11:00.  There will be a drive-thru drop-off station at the Fellowship Hall door closest to the patio 

facing the parking lot.  More information will be in the September Spire and weekly bulletins.  
 Remember, we have also started collecting unsoiled, folded plastic bags you get when you check out 
at the market.  Let’s have a goal of securing over 2,000 pounds of donations as we have done in the 

past. If you have questions or suggestions, please contact Sharon Rose, Community Concerns       
Ministry Elder, at srose48419@aol.com 

    

mailto:srose48419@aol.com
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ADVENTURES IN FAITH 
Session #2 

 
‘Be diligent  to show thyself approved, a working person who does not need to be ashamed, 

but is able to handle the Word  of Truth,”   ---   2 Timothy 2: 15, NASB 
 

Rev Larry Warner will be speaking on, “Why are the Beatitudes so important in the life of 
the Christian.  

 
“Larry  Warner is actually my best friend.  We have known each other since our minister days 
fifty years ago.  Larry is a pastor, spiritual director, seminary professor and an author of seven 

books.  His last one, “Beatitudes of Jesus: An Invitation into the Sacred Space of De(R)
construction, which came out last year.  He is a scholar on the Beatitudes in that he knows a lot 
about them, but more importantly, he lives them.  I hope you can find the time to come out and 

take part in his presentation.  There will be plenty of time for interactions and questions” 
-Dr. Rev. Gary Ventimiglia 

 
The date and time of the meeting is October 1st  Wednesday, 7pm in Lee Hall 

 
“Adventures in Faith,” is the brainchild of Adult Discipleship Ministries.  Its purpose  is to 

provide  focused study of particular Biblical subjects that are relevant in the life of the believer. 

T-Shirt & Hat Sales 
$25 for Adult, $20 for Youth. Black or White. 

Adult sizing is XS-4XL and Youth sizing is XS- L. 
We also now have HATS! 

You can purchase at fpcgh.org/donate. 



Music Ministry 

Summer Celebration and our Musical Community! 
 
July was a wonderful month for the Music Ministry as we hosted three incredible weekends of Jazz in July! 
Each Saturday evening was filled with beautiful music, fellowship, and the joy of gathering together on our 
church lawn. All three weekends felt like a success, and we’re so grateful for everyone who came out to   
enjoy this cherished tradition. 
 

A very special thank-you goes to our dedicated setup crew members, Paul and Janelle, and to our          
volunteer helper, Matthew, for all their hard work behind the scenes. We’re also deeply grateful to Ed, Jay, 
Jake, and Fadi for helping assemble and disassemble the rigging equipment that turns our patio into a 
stage. Their efforts helped everything ran smoothly, and we couldn’t have done it without them! 

 

We also want to express heartfelt thanks to Lusineh, Rafi, Luis, Sally, Nancy, Sharon, Juliana, Georgia, 
Sue, and the many, many, many others who stepped up to help with greeter duties, ticket sales,            
lighting,  and so much more. Your willingness to serve made a huge difference in the success of this event. 

 

One of the most exciting moments of the series was getting to see Deb Faigh, who surprised us with an 
appearance after having moved away! For the first time ever, she was able to simply walk in and sit down   
to enjoy Jazz in July, and it was a joy to welcome her back into the fold for the evening. 

 

As we continue through the rest of August, the Cathedral Choir is still on hiatus, which means the special 
music slot is open each Sunday. If you have a musical offering that you would like to share with the        
congregation, please get in touch with me. We’ll work together to find the Sunday that works best for the 
song you’d like to share. 

 

We’re also thrilled to announce that Choir and Handbell Rehearsals will start back up on Thursday,   
August 28th. Handbells meet at 6:00 PM, and the Cathedral Choir meets at 7:00 PM. You are always     
encouraged to come by any Thursday rehearsal just to see what things are like. There’s no commitment in 
simply showing up—it’s a great opportunity to see what we do, meet the group, and hopefully catch the   
music bug! 

 

Mark your calendars as well for the Fall Choir Retreat on Saturday, September 6th at 9:00 AM. We’ll 
gather at the beautiful home of Ms. Carolyn Daily for a day of music-making, fellowship, and preparation for 
the season ahead. Anyone is welcome to attend and get a taste of choir life! Just let me know beforehand 
so that we can have enough to eat! 

 

—Aaron Rice 
Director of Music 
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Handy Handouts 
The Handy Handout bags will be on sale August 10 after service.  (2 bags for $5, or 1 bag for $3).   The 
bags contain a non-perishable meal, personal hygiene items, and brochures on resources for people     
experiencing homelessness.  Pick up a bag to provide to the next person in need that you encounter.   
Thank you to everyone who has donated items for these bags.  It is greatly appreciated!  
If you have any questions please contact Lisa Bryant or Amy Chipman with Community Concerns 

CHF Volunteer Day 

Community Concerns Ministry organized a work day at Children’s Hunger Fund on Saturday, July 19th 
from 11AM - 1 PM. Once there, we were tasked with building Food Pak boxes (same as the ones we 
filled during our Lenten project), breaking down some larger boxes and preparing labels to be used on a 
shipment soon to go out to the Philippines. There were about 40 of us there which included some people 
from Learn Beyond the Book, a homeschooling group. Contemporary Christian music filled the room 
along with conversation and laughter as we worked. Although our “work” felt easy and enjoyable        
Children’s Hunger Fund greatly appreciated our assistance. They rely on the volunteer work force to be 
able to reach as far and wide as they do in assisting children in need.  



Stewardship 
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2025 Per Capita 
Every year our budget includes money to cover our    
congregation’s share of the  administrative costs of being 
a part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). An individual 
congregant’s share is calculated on its total membership. 
This is called “Per Capita.” This year the per capita is 
$37.18 per member, or $74.36 per couple. There is a 
blue Per Capita offering envelope located in your box of 
offering envelopes. The Per Capita assessment covers 
overhead cost of our Presbytery, Synod, and General   
Assembly. You can also make your Per Capita payment 
through our web page utilizing the Online  Giving feature 
at www.fpcgh.org/donate or use the QR code.  

QR Code 

QR Code for 
the Giving Page 

QR Code for the App 

It’s never too late to Pledge!! 
Help us fill the hole and prepare the 

budget for 2025. 
We gratefully accept all pledges. 

Ways to submit your 
2025 pledge commitment: 
1. Online at fpcgh.org/pledge 
2. Mail in a pledge card to the church office 
3. Call the church office 
4. Drop off a pledge card at the church office 
5. Use the QR code: 

Finance 
QR Code 
We have made online giving, per capita payments, and 
Special Event payments even easier! 
Just scan the QR code with your smart phone. 
Once scanned, your browser will be directed to our 
online giving page. 

Summer Giving 

Don’t let your 

Summer Giving 

fall behind! 

Get set up on 

autopay 
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Moments for Missions 
GTN (Global Training Network) 

One of the greatest contemporary issues in the global Church is the overwhelming number of Christian leaders 
in need of training.  “We can evangelize all we want; we can plant churches in as many places as we want; 
We can translate the bible into all languages…But everyone of these missiological endeavors needs     
well-equipped biblical leaders to sustain those ministries and their church communities over time.” 

The Stocks 

Please pray that they may find the right person to take Paul’s place in fundraising for the Audio Visual Center 
(AVC). They know in the next few years they will be retiring, and wish to leave a capable person in that job   
capacity. 

Baby Simon-UPDATE. Little Simon has been suffering from a fever for a few weeks, and has become jaundiced. 
They are taking him to the doctor who operated on him to see if anything can be done. With his liver almost not 
working at all, he is weak and in critical condition. Please continue with your prayers for wisdom for the doctors, 
and for God to miraculously heal his liver. 

Brant & Jodie (Stock) Meier 

They need more financial partners to come along side of them for their 10-month commitment on this assignment. 
Prayers for the work they will do spreading God’s Word. 

Edi and Elizabeth Kiswanto 

Elizabeth is grateful for God for His mercy and renewing her passion, after feeling burnt out and unenthusiastic 
about her work for the past year. She and Edi were visited by the founders and leaders of All Peoples Global, 
and were encouraged to spend an hour with God everyday, no matter how busy they may be. She has realized 
that currently her role is to be a mom to her young son, to be a spiritual mom to the women disciples, and to be 
a spiritual mom to All Peoples Sanur Worship. 

InterVarsity 

It has been a year of growth, change, and God’s faithfulness at CSUN. Students were trained in leadership, a 
Greek Inter Varsity was launched at CSUN, and they witnessed students growing in faith. InterVarsity leader, 
Imani Taylor, will be visiting with the Mission Committee this month to explore ways we might work together. 

BPM (Baja Presbyterian Missions) 

Iglesia La Nueva Jerusalem (The New Jerusalem Church) began in 1986, by Pastor Robelio Arriaga His work was 
blessed by God and quickly grew. In 1988, Roland Taylor, a founding father of Baja Presbyterian Missions, 
traveled to Ensenada with his wife Kay and met Pastor Arriaga. Annual fundraising fiestas were held at La Jolla 
Presbyterian Church to raise money for the temple, completed in 1989. Baja Presbyterian Missions has        
remained close to the church over the years 

BPM continues to support this church and many others to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ, reaching out 
throughout Ensenada, and Baja as well. 



Children’s Ministry   
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VBS has concluded! Thank you all that donated time, resources, and recyclables to make it such a    
wonderful experience for the children in our community. I hope you enjoyed VBS Sunday as well. 

 

August 3rd is Kindergarten presentation of The Believe Story Book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 10th is Sunday School Transition Day: All children that have received a book/bible will transition 
to their next classroom. If your child: 

• Attended Blue Room as a preschooler and transition to Kindergarten,                                                  
please go to E2 K-2nd Grade room 

• Attended E2 2nd Grade and transition to 3rd grade, please go to E3 3rd -5th Grade room 

• Attended E3 5th Grade and transition to 6th grade, please join Youth group Sundays at                    
11:30 in Fellowship Hall, Youth Room. Parents: Email maggie@fpcgh.org 

 

Looking Ahead at possible events: 

• Club 45 pool party: tentative on where and when in August. 

• Nerf night is tentatively set for September 12th 6-8pm for 3rd through middle school. 

• Family Fun Festival is set for October 25th 

mailto:maggie@fpcgh.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Greetings! 

If you’re between 6th – 12th grade, please join us every Sunday from 11:30-1:30 for two hours of fun:   
worship, Bible study/discussion, games and food! We’d love to have you! 

Speaking of, August 10th is the official “move up” day, when the incoming 6th graders can attend Youth 
meetings. We are so excited to welcome the Class of 2032 and can’t wait to encourage them in their walk 
with Christ!  

This month, we will begin our 10-week study from Rooted Ministries, Inc. entitled “Biblical Worldview”. It’s 
a broad study, designed to remind us of the basic tenets of our beliefs as Christians and should be a 
wonderful curriculum to create a solid foundation with and for our new students. 

August 23, from 2:00-6:00pm, we will be renting a canopy at the lovely Annenberg Beach House and 
chilling out on the beach under our own shade (but they also have a pool!). We are asking those who are 
participating in this event to please bring a snack to share with the group. As we get closer to the event, I 
will put out/email a google spreadsheet for sign-ups. We appreciate any support you can give! 

Thank you to all our kind and generous youth for volunteering for this year’s VBS and helping to make it a 
success! Specifically, we thank Dantae Kim, Maya Magaña, Lusineh Nasrollahi, Marina Nelson, Monica 
Nelson, Michael Price, Peter Rodas, Nathan Rodas and Valentina Virchis for all their hard work! You all 
did a wonderful job (and most likely gained a couple of 5-year-old admirers in the process!). 

We wish a safe and successful 2025-2026 school year for all our youth! 

THIS MONTH: 

Sunday, August 10, all day: 5th graders move up to join ONC 

Saturday, August 23, 2-6pm: Annenberg Beach House in Santa Monica 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

Sunday, September 7 (between services): FPCGH’s Fall Kick-Off 

Saturday, October 18 (in the early evening hours): Murder Mystery Night in Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, November 15 (midday): BBQ and Archery with Men’s Ministry (on church campus!) 

Have a wonderful month! God bless! 



BIBLE STUDIES 

Sundays 
Co-ed multi-generational from 11:30-12:30 am  

We meet weekly on Sundays from 10:30am to 
11:30am, and conduct varied studies based on 
majority decisions for topics. Studies range from 
1 week to 8 weeks, depending upon the study 
format and topic. We meet in the church library. 
Anyone interested is invited to join us at any time 
to try us out. Please contact Erik Brannon at 
310.806.0284 or by email at 
brannon@apollointeractive.com if you have any 

questions. 

 

Women’s Sunday morning from 11:30-    
11:30 am 
We meet to discuss the sermon, and how it    
applies to our lives today in Hampton Lounge.  
For additional information, or if you are interested 
in joining us, please contact Cindi Treloar at 
661.618.7652 or email her at:      
cindi6906@gmail.com. 
 
Co-ed multi-generational from 10:30-11:45 
Two Sundays a month 
We are on break until September. For additional  
 information, or if you are interested in joining us, 
please contact Sue O’Connor at: 
taffie1@verizon.net  
(Space is limited.) 
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Mondays 
Men’s Monday night Bible study at 7:00 pm 
Meets in the Church Library. We watch a video and    
provide an opportunity for discussion afterwards. There 
is no age limit. For additional information, or if you are 
interested in joining us, please contact Rick Spence at 
818.419.7780 or email him at: rjspence1@msn.com.  

Wednesdays 
Co-ed Wednesday evening Bible study at 6:00 pm   
 

On break for the summer. 
 Contact Carol Morain at carolcrazee@aol.com. 

Thursdays 
Men’s Thursday morning Bible study at 7:00 am 

 We will begin a new study on the exciting book of Acts, in the 
church library. For additional information, or if you are            
interested in joining us, please contact 
Gary Ventimiglia at: harvestgv@earthlink.net. 

 
Women’s Thursday morning Bible study 
from 9:00-11:00 am 

We are on break for the summer! 

Senior Singles 
For more information contact Linda Beaumaster at 818.363.0474. 

mailto:brannon@apollointeractive.com
mailto:cindi6906@gmail.com
mailto:taffie1@verizon.net
mailto:rjspence1@msn.com
mailto:harvestgv@earthlink.net
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Coffee with Pastor Lance 
Have you heard about Pastor Lance’s morning      

devotional on Facebook? Every weekday morning 
around 8:15 am Pastor Lance gives a brief, live    

devotional on a passage in scripture.  
That livestream is then posted and available on    

Facebook.com. 
You can also go to fpcgh.org, where a link will be on 

the homepage. 

 

Words of Inspiration 
Our weekly devotional written by Vreni Schiess is 
available at fpcgh.org/blog, and does appear “live” 

on Mondays on our Church Community Group 
Page.  Her passion for God’s “living” Word is        

infectious and makes for a “fun and invigorating” 
read, as one pastor recently observed. Feel free to 

reach out to her at vrenischiess@verizon.net for 
further conversation. 

Hospital/Recovering: 

Juliana Price– cancer diagnosis 

Michelle Brekke– recovering at home 

Dana Peterman– finished cancer treatment 

Cathie Jordan– recovering from surgery 

Shasta Elgin– recovering from surgery 

 

Ongoing Concerns: 
Jill Ralke, Maureen Boyer, Kay Brandt, 
Marina Collins, Alice Yoder,  Kenny Thomason, 
Cathy Wright, Terri Seidman, Jean Herweg,  
Bert Fairbanks, Michael Diehl, Mae Stephenson, 
Audrey Clark, Fran Shankle, 
Lonnie & John Thompson, Charlotte Dingue 
 

From Michelle Brekke: 
Thank you for all the cards and good wishes.  
I felt the prayers and love. Hopefully by 
the time this SPIRE is published, 
I will be much better. 
Hope to see you all soon! 
Love, Michelle Brekke 

Prayer Requests 

Weekly Devotionals 

mailto:vrenischiess@verizon.net


 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday  
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Saturday 
     1 

 
2 
9:00 am HSMS  

3 
10:00 am Worship   
11:30 am Bible Studies 
12:30 pm Youth 
 

4 
6:00 pm Cub Scouts 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
 

5 
7:00 pm Monthly Property 

Meeting 
7:15 pm Boy Scouts 
 

6 
10:00 am Senior Singles 
5:30 pm Monthly Fellowship 

Meeting 
 

7 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 
7:00 pm Monthly Children’s 

Ministry Meeting 

8 
 

9 
9:00 am HSMS  
 
 

10    79th Anniversary 
10:00 am Worship   
11:30 am Bible Studies 
12:30 pm Youth 

11 
6:00 pm Cub Scouts 
7:00 pm Monthly Adult    
Discipleship Meeting 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
 

12 
4:00 pm Monthly Personnel 

Meeting 
5:30 pm Monthly Women’s 

Ministry 
6:30 pm Monthly Community 

Concerns 
7:15 pm Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm Finance Meeting 

 

13 
11:00 am Monthly Mission 

Meeting 
12:00 pm Community 

Concerns 
Cooking 

14 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 
4:00 pm Monthly Worship 

Meeting 
 
 

15 16 
9:00 am HSMS 

Wellness 
 
 

17 
10:00 am Worship   
11:30 am Bible Studies 
12:30 pm Youth 

18 
11:00 am Community 
Concerns 
6:00 pm Cub Scouts 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

19 
7:15 pm Boy Scouts 
7:30 pm Session Meeting 

20 
11:00 am Monthly Mission 
Ministry Meeting 
4:30 pm Senior Singles 
7:00 pm Deacon’s Meeting 
 

21 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 am Men’s Fellowship 
6:00 pm Handbells 
7:00 pm Cathedral Choir 
 
 

22 
 

23 
9:00 am HSMS 

Wellness 
 

24 
10:00 am Worship   
11:30 am Bible Studies 
12:30 pm Youth 

25 
6:00 pm Cub Scouts 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

26 
7:15 pm Boy Scouts 

27 
5:30 pm Monthly Fellowship 

Meeting 

28 
1:30 pm Grief Support 
6:00 pm Handbells 
7:00 pm Cathedral Choir 

29 30 
9:00 am HSMS 

Wellness 

31    Family Fifth Sunday 
10:00 am Worship   
11:30 am Bible Studies 
12:30 pm Youth 
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